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\ The retirement of Richard Helms from
the Central Infellizence Agency at 60 vears
of age represents an end to the cra of pro-
fessionalism  in the CIA. Iis  successor

ames R. Schlesin;zmz is a capable cconomist
and student of strategic studies, hut he is

. nol an up through the ranks divector ul Cs-

pionage,
Helms dates hack to the long regime of
Allen Dulles, who himself came out of the

“fabled Office of Strategic Services of World

War . Thus a lone chain is being broken,

and we would be hopeful that it does not

chprescnt the politicization of the CIA,

£

Helms retirement appears to be just that be-
cause he hus often urqéd that members of
the agency relire at 60 and he is doing the
came thing.

The new director is considered to be a
sustemys manager wwhich is quite a diflerent
thing {rom one who has a {lair for the pecu-
liar husiness of intelligence, or an individ-
val who by long experience knows when
to play a hunch. it will therefore be a dii-
fmul CIA; if it can be as effective under
the new director as the old the nation will
be well suvecl
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